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FUNDSAFFECTED: X GENERAL IMPACT: State & Local
X DEDICATED

FEDERAL

Summary of L egislation: Thishill providesthat the Department of Natural Resources must issue a county
drainage board a permit for the reconstruction or maintenance of a regulated drain within 150 days after a
complete request issubmitted to the Department. The bill allows the Department to make recommendations
to the county drainage board. It provides exemption from certain permit requirements for all reconstruction
or maintenance projectson astream or an open regul ated drain, regardl ess of thelength of the stream or open
drain. (Under current law, the exemption applies only if the total length of the stream or open drain is not
more than ten miles.) The bill also repeals the definition of "total length" in reference to the length of a
stream. It also makes certain other changes.

Effective Date: July 1, 2002.

Explanation of StateExpenditur es: Theproposal requiresthe Department of Natural Resourcesto approve
a permit within 150 days after the request is deemed complete by the Department. The bill also deletes a
provision that required the Department to publish a public noticeif apermit was refused. Additionally, the
bill provides exemptionsfrom certain permit requirements. These provisionswill affect expenditures of the
Department. The impact is indeterminable.

Explanation of State Revenues: The hill provides exemption from certain permit requirements for all
reconstruction or maintenance projects on a stream or an open regulated drain, regardless of the length of
the stream or open drain. Thisprovision could affect the number of required permits. A changeinthenumber
of permitsissued would affect revenue collected for the permit. Permit applications are assessed a $25 fee.
Revenuefromthefeeisdeposited into the Land and Water Resources Fund which isused to fund operations
of the Department’ s Division of Water.

Explanation of L ocal Expenditur es: Providing that permitsmust be approved within 150 daysmay expedite
expendituresat thelocal level to the extent that permitswill be deemed approved at the latest at the 150-day
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mark at which time local units will be able to begin reconstruction or maintenance.

Explanation of L ocal Revenues:

State Agencies Affected: Department of Natural Resources.

L ocal Agencies Affected: County Drainage Boards.

| nfor mation Sour ces:
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